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AGENDA


Call to Order



Opening Prayer



Introduction of Staff & Guests



Review and Approval of Minutes from the 157th Annual Meeting



Warden’s Remarks



Rector’s Address



Elections & Voting Certification



Financial Report
 Stewardship Report
 Presentation of 2018 Budget



Roundtable



Adjournment



Closing Prayer, Blessing & Dismissal
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LEADERSHIP AND STAFF OF CHRIST CHURCH
Wardens: David Drislane and Denise Massay- Williams
Clerk of the Vestry: Rick Fox Treasurer: Dan Wing
The Vestry
Class of 2018
Lambert Gibson
William Seeman
Benjamin Reynolds

Class of 2019
Joseph Durham
Rick Fox
Kevin Treuberg
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Class of 2020
Amy McAllister
Bob Plass
Mark Richardson
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OPENING PRAYER & SCRIPTURE

Rector: God be with you.
People: And also with you.
Rector: Let us pray together…
Almighty and ever living God, source of all wisdom and understanding, be present with us
as we take counsel in Christ Church in Bloomfield & Glen Ridge for the renewal and
mission of your Church. Teach us in all things to seek first your honor and glory. Guide us
to perceive what is right, and grant us both the courage to pursue it and the grace to
accomplish it; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

Lector: A reading from St. Paul’s letter to the Ephesians
I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which you have
been called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, making
every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body and one
Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your calling, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one
God and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all.
But each of us was given grace according to the measure of Christ’s gift… The gifts he gave were
that some would be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, to equip
the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until all of us come to the
unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the measure of the full
stature of Christ. We must no longer be children, tossed to and fro and blown about by every wind
of doctrine, by people’s trickery, by their craftiness in deceitful scheming. But speaking the truth in
love, we must grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, from whom the whole
body, joined and knitted together by every ligament with which it is equipped, as each part is
working properly, promotes the body’s growth in building itself up in love.
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MINUTES OF THE 157TH MEETING OF THE PARISH
CALL TO ORDER: The 157th Annual Meeting of the Parish was called to order by William
Seeman & David Drislane, Wardens of Christ Church, on Sunday, January 22, 2017 following the
10:30 A.M. Worship Service. After the opening prayer, the minutes of the 155th annual meeting
were unanimously approved.
WARDEN’S REMARKS: Wardens David Drislane and William Seeman reported to the meeting,
commenting on the growth of the church and the results of the Infrastructure Project. Specifically,
they discussed:
 Our financial outlook has improved, and the future appears to be moving to solid
ground.
 The new Infrastructure Project was completed, and provided needed space for church
programs and nursery school classes, and accessibility to our church offices and meeting
spaces.
 We updated our aging phone and data networks to provide both the church and the
nursery school with the tools needed to serve our parishioners, parents, and children.
 We updated our aging school camera system to provide increase safety for our students
and staff.
RECTOR’S REMARKS: Mtr. Diana Wilcox, highlighted the many initiatives for growth and
renewal our parish has undertaken during the past year. They included, but were not limited to:
 Increased our average Sunday attendance by 7%, 42% over the past three years!
 We were the gathering place in the wake of the horrific mass shooting in Orlando,
providing an interfaith service of healing and peace.
 We began hosting PFLAG NJ, and continue to offer space to the NJ Reading Orchestra,
the Alpha Kappa Alpha sorority, and many more.
 We have become a focal point in our community, hosting a Police-Community relations
meeting this past fall, as well as hosting the annual Interfaith Thanksgiving Service.
See our 2016 Annual Report for the full report of both the Wardens and the Rector.
NOMINATIONS FOR PARISH OFFICE: Those retiring from their role were thanked. The
nominees for office were:
Warden: Denise Massay-Williams
Vestry (3 yr. terms): Amy McAllister, Bob Plass (2nd term), Mark Richarson
Diocesan Convention Deputy: Christopher Dwyer
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Retiring from roles were:
Warden: William Seeman (later filled seat vacated by Denise Massay-Williams)
Vestry: Danita Locks and David Brinkerhoff
All nominated were elected. Bill Seeman was presented with a gift for his 2 term service as Warden.
FINANCIAL REPORT AND BUDGET FOR 2017: Dan Wing, our Treasurer, and Robert Solon,
our Director of Finance, presented and discussed our current balance sheet, budget for the coming
year, and the finances of the Nursery School. See the Report for further details.
COMMITTEE REPORTS: A motion was offered and seconded to accept into record all
committee reports as written in the 2016 Annual Report. The motion was passed unanimously.
ROUND TABLE: Mtr. Diana offered the following topic for discussion:
There has been so much growth and new things happening here. Talk among your
tablemates about these two questions:
• What excites you about Christ Church, and why?
• What opportunities do you see are here?
• How might we engage you more to volunteer to be a part of our lay
ministries – to do join in the work of the Holy Spirit here at Christ Church?
Mtr. Diana commended us for thinking outside the box.
ADJOURNMENT: The meeting was adjourned at 1:46 pm. A blessing was offered by Mtr. Diana.
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2018 PARISH ELECTION NOMINEES
NOMINATION FOR WARDEN
Leamon McKenzie: Leamon has been a parishioner of
Christ Church for the last 18 plus years. He previously
served on the Vestry, Building and Grounds Comm.,
Finance Comm., and as Warden for several years. He is
committed to the continued development of the church &
community, and looks forward to working diligently with
the Vestry, church members, and our Nursery School.

NOMINATIONS FOR VESTRY
Bill Seeman: I have been attending Christ Church since
the late 1990s following my return from a five year
corporate assignment in London, England. I chose Christ
Church as a life long Episcopalian and stayed because of
the worship experience and friendly nature of the
congregation. I have been a Vice President and Financial
Advisor with Ameriprise Financial Services since 2012 after
12 years with Merrill Lynch. Prior to Merrill, I spent 27
years as a banker specializing in corporate cash
management. I have been a resident of Glen Ridge since
1980 following over six years in Bloomfield. I have been active in the Glen Ridge community
serving as President of the Taxpayers' Association, President of the Kiwanis Club and as a current
member of the Board of Adjustment. At Christ Church I have served as Finance Chair, on the
Vestry for two terms and as Warden. Education includes a BA in History from Gettysburg College
in 1973 and an MBA in Finance from Seton Hall University in 1980.
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Stephanie Reynolds
Stephanie has been a member of Christ Church since summer 2014. She
sings alto in the choir, co-chairs the Community Outreach program, and
has participated in many other church activities. A nurse practitioner and
pain management expert, Stephanie heads the Transitions of Care
program at Independence Care, a nonprofit insurance provider for
people with disabilities and chronic health conditions. Her hobbies
include reading (especially mysteries), tae kwon do, and baking. She lives
in Bloomfield with her husband Benjamin and her cats, Piper and
Tucker.

Michelle B. Ryndak, PhD
Michelle joined Christ Episcopal Church less than a year ago and is
happy to call Christ Church her spiritual home. Michelle is a research
faculty member at the NYU School of Medicine where she studies
tuberculosis. In her work, Michelle also mentors and collaborates with
scientists from India to facilitate tuberculosis research in an area of the
world where it is much needed.

NOMINATION FOR DIOCESAN CONVENTION DEPUTY
Desiree Noel
I am a lifelong Episcopalian, and I am a member of Christ Episcopal
Church, Bloomfield & Glen Ridge. I sing in the choir and I work as an
Administrator in Publishing.
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REPORT OF THE RECTOR
We continue to be blessed here at Christ Church. Our
journey together as priest and parish has been filled with so
many opportunities for renewal and growth. Inside these
pages are the stories – our stories – of transition, of new life,
of growing to serve and serving to grow. I encourage
everyone to read these pages, because they are your story – a
story of the Holy Spirit at work here at Christ Churchthrough you.
There truly is so much good news to share, and much of it is
part of other reports, but I will try to just highlight a few.
Some of these I have already shared in various forms of
communication throughout the year. In 2017…
 We added approximately 10 new members, even while attendance at services by our
membership has been down (a phenomenon that has been reported across the diocese).
 We baptized four, adding to the total over the past four years of 18!
 Two members were confirmed.
 We celebrated the 50th anniversary of our Nursery School!
 We replaced our dying out Wednesday noon service with Joyful Noise!, a service for the
Nursery School children. We now have over 30 children who participate every week!
 The Outreach Group held a visioning
workshop to determine next steps, and we had
a very successful coat drive and Giving Tree
(for North Porch), as well as providing much
food and support of the Presbyterian Food
Bank.
 We installed a Peace Pole in several languages
to show our commitment to the gospel in our
community.
 We raised $12,000 (using $5200 in matching
funds from our own budget) for hurricane
relief!
 We are moving closer to our goal of being a
center of our local community: We became the
host of the local Cub Scout Pinewood Derby,
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we teamed with the Glen Ridge PD to ensure Santa was present at our nursery school
Christmas show, we hosted pet adoption events, and so much more.
 We invited in the Dzieci Theatre company to perform the Passion on Palm Sunday. It was
deeply impactful to all who attended. We then invited them back in Advent for their Fool’s
Mass – again, giving us all something to really think about with regard to our faith. They
will return to do both this year.
 Our choir continues to grow, and our Lenten Evensong and Advent Lessons & Carols are
well attended and a community favorite. This year, our bishop and his wife attended the
Lessons & Carols, with the bishop offering the closing blessing.
 We continued our annual offering of music programs to the community, hosting the
Rutgers University Chorus (who will return again this Spring)
 We continued our new parish wide celebrations for a third year – Mass on the Grass with
Brass & Parish Picnic and the Fall Founder’s Fest – both of which continue to be well
attended and received
 Our website has reached thousands (over 73,000 views and over 30,000 visitors) and our
Facebook page has nearly 800 “likes” – more than any other church in our diocese!
 We continued to host diocesan events, including a listening session offered by the Search
Committee for our next bishop and the newly formed Episcopal Women Together (a
diocesan group that has formed in the place of the former Women’s Commission).
 Once again we had our Good Friday Stations of the Cross in Community, where we go out
into our neighborhoods to find the Christ crucified and risen there.
As your priest, 2017 has been another year packed with community engagement, justice and
outreach ministry, and diocesan work.
 I participated in the 1000 Ministers March in
Washington, DC, marches and protests against
the immigration enforcement actions, and several
other activism events.
 I am now a member of both the Kiwanis and
Rotary Clubs.
 I gave the invocation at the dedication of the 9-11
memorial in Glen Ridge.
 I was a panelist at the American Conference on
Diversity.


I have completed Red Cross Disaster Chaplaincy training, allowing me to serve our
community in the event of emergencies large and small.
9
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 On a diocesan level, I continued to
serve as Vice-President of Diocesan
Council (the Bishop is the Presiding
Officer), and also serve on the
Budget & Finance Committee, the
Disciplinary Board (formally the
Ecclesiastical Court), the Ecumenical
& Interfaith Commission, as the
diocesan liaison to Episcopal
Migration Ministries (refugee work),
as a co-leader of Episcopal Women
Together (formally the Women’s Commission), on the Board of Directors of Crossroads
camp (a new role), and in the newly formed Episcopal Peace Fellowship for the diocese.
 There have been many calls and visits, both in homes, and in hospitals, in the past year.
July-October was particularly difficult for some parishioners, and created a pastoral
visitation schedule that was quite long. We had 12 funerals this year too, adding to the
emotional pain of many. This ministry of presence is a privilege and a trust. Spiritual
direction is also a part of pastoral care, and involves
meeting with people as they discern where God is
calling them.
What does all this mean? Well, our church is growing
(more than 30% since 2014), yet, the irregular
attendance by our members has dropped our Average
Sunday Attendance (ASA – a measurement of parish
vitality) to below that of last year. There is no
particular pattern to the decline, but it is noticeable and
disappointing to church leadership. However, it is also
something that has been seen in other churches in
2017, so it is hoped that this is a temporary thing. One
way to think of it is that when you are not here on
Sunday, we not only miss you, but it affects us as a
community. Still, the good news is that we have not
lost members, and gained 10 this past year, with more
coming all the time.
The rest of my report provides important details about our parish life (see Parochial Report below),
and yet, as Christians, it is vital to remember that we do not exist, nor does the church, for ourselves
alone, but for God, and we are called to love and serve in the name of Christ.
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In the years ahead, we will continue
to “grow in faith, serve our
neighbors, and create community,”
that others may know that they are
loved unconditionally and for all
time. There is much work to do in
this dark and weary world, but
together we will step boldly
forward knowing that in all that we
do, because of Christ, there is no
darkness that his light cannot
overcome, that life is stronger than
death.
I am truly humbled to be called to
love and serve you, and I pray we
continue to hear and respond to the Holy Spirit in the year ahead.
Blessings,
Mother Diana+
Rector
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PAROCHIAL REPORT
AVERAGE SUNDAY ATTENDANCE
Average Sunday Attendance, or ASA, is one of the ways churches are able to understand their
overall health as a congregation. It is not the only way we can measure vitality – being Christ in the
world (outreach to the community, engagement in justice issues), and financials (plate and pledge)
are others. The chart below shows our attendance over 30 years, our growth over the past four
years, and where we will be in two years at the current rate of increase (assuming regular attendance
returns).
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BAPTISMS
Elizabeth Marie Fay
Mia Riley Hucks
Brennan Elizabeth Boyd
Sean Patrick Boyd
God, the Creator of all, we thank you that by water and the Holy
Spirit you have bestowed upon these your servants the forgiveness of
sin, and have raised them to the new life of grace. Sustain them, O
Lord, in your Holy Spirit. Give them an inquiring and discerning
heart, the courage to will and to persevere, a spirit to know and to
love you, and the gift of joy and wonder in all your works. Amen.
(BCP, p. 308)

CONFIRMATIONS
Mark Richarson
Amy Waldron
Almighty God, we thank you that by the death and
resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ you have overcome
sin and brought us to yourself, and that by the sealing of
your Holy Spirit you have bound us to your service.
Renew in these your servants the covenant you made
with them at their Baptism. Send them forth in the
power of the Spirit to perform the service you set
before them; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and for ever. Amen. (BCP, p.309)

WEDDINGS
Amy Kathie Tarazona & Thomas Lorenzo
Reynolds
O gracious and ever living God, you have created us in
your image: Look mercifully upon these wedded partners
who come to you seeking your blessing, and assist them
with your grace, that with true fidelity and steadfast love
they may honor and keep the promises and vows they
make; through Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,
for ever and ever. Amen. (BCP, p. 425)
13
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FUNERALS
Hamlet Roy Phillips
Sally Webster
Martin Anthony Seel
Dunbar S. G. King
Mary Sheen Coursen
Donald Andrew Johnson
Gretchen Brinkerhoff
Donald Bruce McShane
Donald Ward Castle
Michele Anne Gibson
Helen Frye
Carol Saunders Corbin
Mother of all, we pray to you for all those whom we love but see no
longer. Grant to them eternal rest. Let light perpetual shine upon
them. May their souls and the souls of all the departed, through the
mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen. (BCP, p. 498, adapt.)
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REPORT OF THE WARDENS
My fellow brothers and sister in Christ, it’s hard to believe another year is over. For me it was my
last year as one of your Wardens. During the past four years I have seen allot of positive growth
and development in our parish. During my remarks at our annual meeting, I will share some of my
personal thoughts from my time as Warden in greater detail.
As we reflect back on 2017 we can do so, with much pride on what we as a parish community have
accomplished here at Christ Church. We continue to renew our parish both spiritually and
physically. Your leadership team and vestry had another extremely busy year. Much work was done
to ensure we continue to nurture and develop the many seeds we planted back in 2014 when Mother
Diana joined us. We are now a congregation that is starting to boldly lead the way for us to live out
our mission to grow in faith, serve our neighbors and create community.
A few examples of how we lived out this mission in 2017 were;




Our response to the hurricane
victims this past year was truly
one of the most touching
moments of the year. At our
September vestry meeting our
Director of Finance Bob
Solon made a suggestion that
we use our entire outreach
budget of $5,200 to setup a
matching fund campaign for
Episcopal
Relief
&
Development to aid hurricane
victims.
The resulting
matching funds campaign not
only attracted the attention of our congregation and nursery school parents, but other
parishes and strangers from across our diocese to ensure the matching goal was achieved.
The campaign was so successful, it was oversubscribed, with the church sending a check for
more than $12,000 to Episcopal Relief & Development.
In 2017 we also celebrated a milestone with the 50th anniversary of our nursery school.
When it was founded back in 1967, its purpose was to provide an affordable, safe and
nurturing nursery school experience for families from our surrounding communities. Over
the past 50 years this vital outreach ministry has certainly done that and has grown
significantly, earning a reputation along the way for being one of the top nursery schools in
our area. The expanded and upgraded nursery school facilities which we opened in 2016
truly reflect the commitment and investment of our parish community to this vital outreach
ministry.
15
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Christ Church has always been at the forefront of
promoting social justice, equality and peace. Our church
community is one of tolerance and welcoming of all
regardless of gender, skin color, sexual orientation,
religious belief or ethnic background. The installation of
a Peace Pole in the front courtyard of the church was a
reflection of our diversity as a congregation and our allinclusiveness. This pole displays the message “May Peace
Prevail on Earth” which is written in different languages.
Our pole has it written in English, Arabic, Creole,
German, Hebrew, Korean, Portuguese, Spanish and
Braille. The pole is a symbol used around the world to
serve as a constant reminder for us to pray for world
peace.
Our now annual Mass on the Grass with Brass was another resounding success. Worship
does not have to be confined to the four walls of the church. We celebrated mass in the
Glen across from the church with a brass band accompaniment for our wonderful choir.
Afterwards our parish family again showed and shared its diversity with a wonderful spread
of food which we enjoyed at our picnic afterwards.
This year’s Advent Lessons & Carols was the best yet and truly showcased the musical
talents of the wonderful choir we are so blessed to have. Afterwards the parish enjoyed a
wonderful spread of different foods brought in by our parishioners. The art of cooking is
definitely one of the talents in our parish family.
We were blessed again to have another visit by the Dzieci Theater Company for a
performance of “Fools Mass”. Those of us who had the opportunity to enjoy the
performance we were truly touched by the experience and the celebration of the Eucharist in
a truly unique way. The premise of this magnificent performance was a group of “village
idiots” who were forced to enact their own Mass due to the untimely death of their pastor.
The way this group engaged and included the audience into the celebration of the Eucharist
made for a truly unforgettable experience for those who attended.

All of these initiatives and many more in 2017, clearly demonstrated the vitality and commitment of
our entire parish. They also provided us great momentum to capitalize on them and do even more
work as we move into 2018. We would like to thank all of you for your belief, hard work and
commitment to ensure our success as we continue to build our Christ Church community and live
out our mission to grow in faith, serve our neighbors and create community.
Respectfully submitted,
David Drislane & Denise Massey Williams, Wardens
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REPORT OF THE NURSERY SCHOOL DIRECTOR
The Nursery School of Christ Church currently has an enrollment of 98 children. This is a low
amount for this time of year, however, we have 7 newly registered students to begin by March 1st.
Our Infant room has 18 children, our toddler rooms are full to capacity with 21 children. Our
preschool 1 class has 18, preschool 2 has 17, preschool 3 has 11, and our Kindergarten class has 13
children. We are constantly giving tours to prospective parents who get our information from
parent’s posts online, as well as word of mouth.
Our fall session began with our
extracurricular activities for the
preschoolers. Kiddie Soccer, Dance
and Yoga have both fall and spring
sessions and they use our gym as well
as the Coursen Room. we are also
offering a Tennis program from Kids
In Motion. The response has been
great, so we will probably continue to
have tennis in the winter months.
The Nursery School provides a
weekly music class with Miss Lori
from Juice Box Rock on Thursday
mornings. Miss Lori visits with the Infant Room, and the older children go to the Coursen Room to
sing, dance and sometimes limbo to the music. Our Spanish Teacher, Ms. Maria, recently returned
from a lengthy medical leave, and has resumed her Spanish lessons with the children.
Other events were our annual Halloween Show and parade in October and our Children’s
Thanksgiving Feast in November. This year’s feast went exceptionally well, as we had many parents
helping out in the kitchen. Staff and children prepare, cook and bake a complete turkey dinner with
all the trimmings. Parents and staff serve this delicious meal to all of our children, infants included.
At some point we all sit down, Mother Diana says grace, and we give thanks for being together, our
many blessings, as well as for the good food! December is the busiest month of the year for us with
decorating, gathering donations for those less fortunate, and preparation for our Holiday Show.
Santa made it to the show with the help of the Glen Ridge Police (who apparently have a connetion
to the North Pole!).
Looking ahead, our Graduation ceremony this year will be on Friday, June 15th at 2:00pm in the
Church. All are welcome!
Respectively Submitted,
Jean Bannon
Director
17
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REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF MUSIC

The music program has continued, over the past year, to continue to focus on developing the choral
resources we enjoy in worship. The choir has expanded its repertoire and also become ever more
expert at singing that repertoire. The group has worked hard at developing the musicianship needed
to sing more complex and interesting pieces. Those anthems and other music have enhanced not
only the usual Sunday service and other of the regular church year, but also helped build the
traditions of Advent Lessons and Carols and Lenten Evensong.
Several years ago, the choir enjoyed the help of only one paid section leader. In subsequent years,
we began a pilot program, using what was then money from the Trinity fund, to add tenor and bass
section leaders. We have been fortunate for the last few years to be able to fund those positions out
of the regular budget and thus retain the services of three section leaders. In 2017, we completed
this picture by adding an alto section leader, thus providing section support for all four voices.
Unfortunately, the very fine section leader we enjoyed for several months moved away in December,
so we are now in the process of a search for a replacement. We hope to have someone in place in
the near future.
Respectfully Submitted,
William Davies
Director of Music
18

158th Annual Parish Meeting – 1.21.18

REPORT OF THE PARISH OFFICE
The Parish Office is responsible for all communications and the management of the facilities. It is
also often (typically) the first point of contact for vendors, visitors, and others looking to know
more about the church.
We have continued to work to
ensure that all the good things
happening in and out of Christ
Church are well-known in our
surrounding communities. We
have ongoing Facebook and
newspaper ads, had sign displays
on Bloomfield Avenue near the
Glen Ridge train station, and
brightly
colored
banners
alongside the church on
Bloomfield Avenue that are regularly updated. Press releases are always sent out to local media for
our events, and our big events are also submitted and posted on the Diocesan calendar and events
page.
We have recently started sending out weekly emails to help you stay better connected. Most of this
information is also (usually) in the Sunday Paper, which we provide as an insert with the bulletin
each week. However, I don’t want you to miss out on any of the information so this is just one more
way to have the latest news! If you have not been getting the emails, please let me know and I will
add you to our mailing list so you receive the next one!
Creating a photo directory has been an ongoing project. We now have an updated directory, which
was long over-due. We are still wanting to do a photo directory, but still do not have enough of your
photos. Please get those photos in to Candice Whitaker ASAP. She can take your picture any
Sunday. There is also a link in the weekly email where you can update your information and upload a
photo, which then comes directly to me. Thank you to those who have utilized it!
We also offer a text service to provide you with last-minute updates, closings, news, events, etc. If
you haven’t done so, text CHRISTCHURCH to 313131 to receive these messages.
As always, we produce the bulletins and Sunday Papers for every worship service, all of which are
loaded online each week, as is the quarterly newsletter. There are plenty of ways to stay connected at
Christ Church; don’t miss out!
Respectfully Submitted,
Candice Whitaker
Director of Communications
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REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF FAMILY MINISTRIES
We have such amazing people at Christ Church. I am truly grateful for the kids (and the parents who
bring them!) who make it to church, and the young people who come to youth group.
Sunday School is offered every Sunday
morning during the 10:30am service. We
follow the Whirl Classroom Curriculum,
which covers the stories of the Bible.
Because our ages are so varied, we have
had to be very flexible with the lesson
plans and adjust them accordingly.
However, this curriculum does provide
lessons for ages Pre-K/ K, 1st/2nd Grade,
3rd/4th Grade, and 5th/6th Grade. The goal
is to be able to offer multiple classrooms
each week. We have the space; we just
need more volunteers and regular
attendance. I am very hopeful that we will
get there in the next few years. We have a lot of little ones right now, which means we are already in
the perfect position to keep growing!
We have a great space for the youth to meet (the 1st and 3rd Sunday of the month, unless otherwise
noted). Thanks to a very generous donation by Charles and Ann Nicol, we now have a huge 60 inch
TV in the youth room. We just added a ping-pong table, and it is so nice having a space completely
dedicated for our youth to make it their own.
Our children and youth have been working on
a “Kindness Rocks” project. This is a nationwide project, and although not a new concept,
a really fun thing to be a part of and contribute
to. It has taken a little longer than expected,
but when they are done, they are going to be
awesome! The idea is to paint rocks with
inspiring messages on them, and leave them
around the community. When people see
them, they can pick them up and leave them in
a new place, or leave them for the next person.
Who doesn’t like finding a little note of
encouragement? It is an easy and fun way to spread the love. Keep an eye out for our rocks soon.
I’ve been so impressed with the creativity and positive messages they have come up with, and the
ones that are finished look amazing!
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In August, we hosted Cross Roads for our
3rd Annual Day Camp. We have had a
different group of kids every year, including
children of our church, children from other
churches, and children of our community.
The word is finally getting out and it will
continue to grow! We had so many more
volunteers this year, which was amazing, and
a very clear sign of growth and support for
this ministry. It is always my favorite week
of the summer and we all have so much fun.
In November, the youth group did an
Escape Room in Montclair. It is a great community-building activity for any group! These “escape
rooms” are all over; the rooms have different themes and you have one hour to “escape” by solving
puzzles, riddles, and finding clues that lead you closer to the goal. It was really fun watching our
youth work as a team, and yes, we did escape (with seconds to spare!).
Our Christmas pageant was Sunday,
December 17th. We had a new script this year,
so it was fun to switch things up a little. The
biggest thank you to Danielle Treuberg, who
brought so much energy, creativity, and talent
in directing this pageant. We had so much fun
working and collaborating with the kids to
make the pageant something they had a voice
in. I’m so proud of all the kids and our youth
who stepped up to play these roles. They did
a fantastic job and I hope you all enjoyed it,
too!
We are still wanting to develop and grow a consistent youth choir. We have so many young kids
who want to participate, so we are hoping to start a choir with just the young children as well. This
is a great way to get the kids and youth of our congregation to be active participants in our worship.
I really hope this is the year to get it going strong!
The ministry for children and youth continues to grow, and I can not thank everyone enough for all
the support. I have the best job as Director of Family Ministries, and it is because of all the fantastic
kids, parents, parishioners, and staff with whom I get to work. We will keep growing, and I look
forward to all the fun we will have again this next year!
Respectfully Submitted,
Candice Whitaker
Director of Family Ministries
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STEWARDSHIP REPORT
STEWARDSHIP REPORT- JANUARY 2018
As of Jan. 17, 2018, we have received 51 pledges totaling $83,860, as compared with $92,840 from
59 pledgers in 2017. The most recent ten years of pledge data are on page 23.
Things to note:
 Pledgers in 2018 who pledged in 2017: 37 of 49
o Of the pledges received from those same people: 19 increased, 6 decreased, 12
remained the same.


We received 14 pledges from people who did not pledge in 2017, or who are new to the
parish.



The Vestry is at 100% in pledging.



Total of 2017 pledges not yet renewed: 19 pledges totaling $11,900. If all remaining 2017
pledgers renewed at the same amount, we'd be at an annualized total of ~$95,750, putting us
within 5 per cent of the 2018 budget goal for pledge income.

Respectfully submitted,
Bob Solon
Director of Finance
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PLEDGES FOR 2018

THANK YOU!
The following people have pledged their commitment to serving Christ through the mission and
ministries of Christ Church, their parish home:

Hillary Alleyne
Pearl Anderson
Ellen Anello
Henry & Priscilla Arnold
Gwenda Barnes
Roly & Linda Cortes
David Drislane & Leo Toledo
Judith Dunkley
Joseph and Jane Durham
Christopher Dwyer & Amy Waldron
Nancy Fairty
Shirley Farquharson
Rick Fox & Debbie Bloomer
Nadine Gaita
Elmer Hill
Dwight & Gail Jackson
David & Dorothy Johnson
Barbara Kaplan
Richard Lamb
Maria Marin
Dona Marino
Denise Massey-Williams
Kelly & Amy McAllister
Patrine McKenzie
Clara & Curtis Mitchell

Elise Mitchell
Jeanelle Mitchell
Frances Myrill
Desiree Noel
Marilyn Olson
Robert & Simone Plass
Cheryl Restaino
Mark Richardson
Juliet Robinson
Michele Ryndak
Faith Salaash
Catherine Seel
William Seeman
Nadine Sempier
Kevin & Danielle Treuberg
Margaret Voorhies
Emmanuel Wakhata,
Vera Wallace
Rhonda Watson
Robert & Joan White
Dan Wing and Yvette Lucas
The Rev. Diana Wilcox
Obiama Williams
Permelia Wright
Elizabeth Yarborough

PLEDGE REPORT – TEN YEAR OVERVIEW
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$1,826

$50,120

Average pledge

Total Vestry and
Clergy pledge

$22,030

$34,089

New income from
new pledges

TOTAL NEW
INCOME

4

8

-$570

-$6,826

-$7,396

Number of decreased
pledges

Number of pledges
unrenewed

Lost income from
decreased pledges

Lost income from
unrenewed pledges

TOTAL LOST
INCOME

DECREASES

$12,059

21

Number of new
pledges

New income from
increased pledges

29

Number of increased
pledges

INCREASES

-

$140,611

Amount pledged

% of Vestry Pledging

77

Number of pledges

2008

-$28,683

-$24,388

-$4,295

17

9

$23,128

$19,138

$3,990

19

19

-

$56,100

$1,710

$135,056

79

2009

-$39,487

-$33,398

-$6,089

29

13

$11,255

$6,055

$5,200

9

15

-

$53,511

$1,811

$106,823

59

2010

-$8,000

-$1,200

-$6,800

1

7

$41,421

$33,476

$9,945

27

27

-

$58,204

$1,684

$139,299

83

2011

-$7,730

-$1,140

-$6,590

2

12

$19,937

$11,541

$8,396

12

22

-

$44,904

$1,767

$134,299

76

2012

-$6,228

-$4,200

-$2,028

3

9

$11,861

$4,552

$7,309

9

26

-

$25,764

$1,788

$121,605

68

2013

-$37,734

-$30,550

-$7,184

22

10

$9,805

$2,750

$7,541

6

13

-

$27,732

$2,136

$87,581

41

2014

Christ Church Bloomfield-Glen Ridge
Pledge Report and Trends 2007-2017

-$20,564

-$16,280

-$4,284

10

6

$29,366

$23,448

$5,918

23

20

100%

$34,150

$1,647

$105,426

64

2015

-$11,350

-$6,240

-$5,110

8

10

$20,362

$11,385

$8,977

15

18

100%

$39,771

$1,636

$111,273

68

2016

-$6,980

$0

-$6,980

11

3

$8,822

$6,340

$2,482

9

15

100%

$34,196

$1,595

$92,540

58

2017

-$10,610

-$2,700

-$7,910

14

6

$15,030

$9,144

$5,886

14

19

100%

$27,710

$1,696

$83,100
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BUILDINGS & GROUNDS
Repair & Maintenance
We took great care of our buildings, and accomplished the following this year (this is only the major
repair items):











Fixed a problem with the low water cut off for the boiler in 74 Park.
Had to pull up all the flooring in the entryway of 74 Park location due to a leak from the
radiator that left a little lake underneath the floor.
Had to replace the hot water heater in 74 when it failed.
Lights were needed to be replaced in the church...and the electrician did not charge us for
them!
Repaired a leak in one of the pipes in 74, which caused staining in one of our new ceiling
tiles.
Repaired and repaved the driveway and parking lot after the potholes became a hazard to
safety.
Replaced the boiler in the church after it failed. Discovered additional flooring problems
under the old steam pipes that line the walls. We are applying for a diocesan grant to cover
50% of the cost. Identified a problem with the loop going through the Altar Guild room,
and that has also been fixed.
Renewed contract for boiler maintenance and for organ maintenance
Renewed our snow plowing contract

We are ever grateful to our sextons, Don and Renee Gibson, for their work. Don is primarily
responsible for a great deal of the maintenance work done around these buildings. There is more
work to do, but we are well on our way to keeping our buildings and grounds in top shape. In
particular, we will need to address the following in the next year or two:









Pointing in the church tower
Address the pipe issues creating continually clogged toilets in the Parish Hall Ladies Room.
We have a columbarium issue, in that we are full, and need more space. Also, we need to
properly etch the doors with the names of those interred.
The flooring in the church by the walls, damaged by the old steam pipes, are in need of
repair/replacement.
Repairing other roof leaks
Removing old paint and repainting the wood framing around the windows of 74 Park and
the Church to ensure the wood does not rot
Relining the pipes in the undercroft
Replacing the projector screen in the parish hall
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FINANCE REPORT
FINANCE COMMITTEE
Committee
David Drislane
Denise Massey-Williams
Leamon McKenzie
William Seeman
Robert Solon
The Rev. Diana Wilcox
Daniel Wing
We began 2017 expecting improved financial results for both the church and the nursery school as a
result of the efforts made to expand enrollment in the nursery school through the infrastructure
project. We also expected to see some growth in pledges. Unfortunately, progress to our goals has
been slower than expected but we are making progress nonetheless.
Total income was $313,090 in 2017, down from $346,179 in 2016. This drop was primarily
attributable to declines of $11,713 in parish generated income and $21,635 in fund and endowment
income (this is a positive as fund and endowment income is generated by draws against our
endowment funds). A major component of parish generated income is pledge and plate which was
off by $18,577. This is a continuing area of concern that we will monitor closely. The drop was
caused by economic factors such as employment events, as opposed to parishioners leaving the
parish.
Total expenses were down by $18,166 to $320,876. As a result we generated a net operating loss of
$7,786. This small loss was made possible through excellent expense control.
The highlight of the financial year was undoubtedly the performance of our investment portfolio
managed by UBS. During the year we drew $141,267 from our endowment funds to meet operating
expenses of the church and we recovered all but $12,016 of this draw through returns on
investment. While we do not want to continue to rely on the portfolio for operating income and
have taken steps to avoid this, investment returns were certainly important in 2017.
Before closing, I would be remiss not to thank the Finance Committee for all their hard work done
on behalf of Christ Church and our parishioners.
Faithfully submitted,
William Seeman
Finance Chair
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BALANCE SHEET – CHURCH
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APPROVED BUDGET 2018 – CHURCH
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BUDGET TO ACTUALS 2017 – CHURCH
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BALANCE SHEET – NURSERY SCHOOL
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BUDGET TO ACTUALS – NURSERY SCHOOL
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AUDIT NURSERY SCHOOL FY17
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AUDIT CHRIST CHURCH - 2016
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MINISTRY REPORTS
The following reports are not inclusive of all ministries at Christ Church, but those that
submitted reports to the office in time for inclusion in this Annual Report. They are grouped
by our mission of “growing in faith, serving our neighbors, creating community.”

GROWING IN FAITH
Adult Formation
Christ Church isn’t only for the young, but the young at heart too! Adult Formation is an
important part of living into our baptismal covenant. This year, we had forums on Women
at the Well (Bible-type scenes), The Gospel of Matthew, The 500th Anniversary of the
Reformation, and the 7 Week Advent. Mother Diana also did an Instructed Eucharist, which
covered what we do in church, why we do it, and so much more. The Instructed Eucharist
booklet handed out that morning are available to take home (ask an usher for a copy).
Coming up this Spring will be forums on: The Gospel of Mark (because we are in Year B,
where we hear from this gospel), and other topics.

Altar Guild
Throughout 2017, the Altar Guild
Committee continued to ensure that the
Altars at Christ Church were set up and
prepared for worship services every
week, as well as for special events, such
as weddings, funerals, and other special
services, making sure that everything
needed was in place and that the Altars
and the areas around them were in
proper order. Particular attention was
paid in setting up for the major festivals
at Christmas and Easter. The
membership consists of: Sheila Jackson, Frances Myrill, Juliet Robinson, Simone Plass,
Christopher Dwyer, and Michelle Ryndak.

Healing Team
Healing prayers continues at the 10:30 am service at Saint Mary’s Chapel during communion
most Sundays. We welcome everyone to come pray with us at St. Mary’s Chapel after
communion. Anyone who would like to be a part of this ministry should contact Yvette
Lucas (973-744-0217) for more information.
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Worship Ministries
Worship takes a community of people who read the word, offer the sacrament, provide
healing prayer, carry symbols of
our faith (the cross and candles),
greet people as they enter the
church, count the offering we
give to God, and so very much
more.
We are always grateful to Leo
Toledo for his scheduling of
these teams, and for his
leadership of the acolytes, lectors,
and other worship assistants.
This year we focused on engaging
more of the children and youth in the service, and there is always room for more (and for
adults too!).

SERVING OUR NEIGHBORS
Animal Ministry
Once again we have partnered with PAWS Montclair, the local animal shelter, to provide
needed food and supplies. We
collect each week, and once per
month bring those items to
PAWS.
During our annual Blessing of
the Animals in October, we
presented checks and supplies
to PAWS Montclair Animal
Shelter. We are always so
grateful to our Warden, David
Drislane, who organizes this
service. The donations were
from the parish, but the
blessing of animals brings in people from all over our community, and is itself an outreach
program.
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Food Ministry
This past year we continued our
food ministry to those in need by
working in cooperation with the
Food Pantry of the Presbyterian
Church on the Green in Bloomfield.
We collect donations each week, and
then once per month move those
donations over to their food pantry.
That pantry serves an average of 5060 families per month, which ranges
between 75 and 165 individuals. We
also had a huge Thanksgiving food
drive that took several trips to bring
to their food pantry.

Outreach Group
Our Outreach Group is responsible for helping us to engage in the work God is already
doing in the world – helping us all to remember that church is not a destination, but where
we are given strength for the journey. That journey is one that calls us to follow the Holy
Spirit outside of our walls, and to be the Christ in the world, living into our baptismal
covenant to love and serve others.
In 2017, the Outreach Group
offered us all a chance to
explore this, and be a part of
planning
how
we,
as
parishioners, may live into out
baptismal covenant to
 seek and serve Christ in
all persons, loving our neighbor
as ourselves
 to strive for justice and
peace among all people, respecting the dignity of every human being


to proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ

As part of that process, the Outreach Group held a visioning workshop to determine next
steps. It was a great success, and resulted in some new ideas about how we can love and
serve Christ in the world.
Other Outreach efforts included:
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There was also a very successful coat drive and Giving Tree (for North Porch), as
well as providing much food and support of the Presbyterian Food Bank.
We installed a Peace Pole in several languages to show our commitment to the
gospel in our community.

 We raised $12,000 (using $5200 in matching funds from our own budget) for
hurricane relief!

PFLAG-NJ

The PFLAG NJ meets at Christ Church on the second Thursday of the month. Founded in
1972 with the simple act of a mother publicly supporting her gay son, PFLAG is the nation’s
largest family and ally organization. Made up of parents, families, friends, and allies united
with people who are lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT), PFLAG is committed
to advancing equality and full societal affirmation of LGBT people through its threefold
mission of support, education, and advocacy. PFLAG has over 350 chapters and 200,000
members and supporters crossing multiple generations of American families in major urban
centers, small cities, and rural areas in all 50 states.

CREATING COMMUNITY
Youth Group
We have an active participation of
junior and senior high youth
currently ranging in age from 12 to
16. The group typically meets the
1st and third Sundays of the month,
right after the 10:30am service.
Through a variety of activities
(movies, games, discussions) social,
moral and spiritual topics are
explored. The youth group also
goes on special trips as occasions
arise. See Candice Whitaker if your
child is interested in getting
involved with the youth group!
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Book Club
The Christ Church Book Club was established in February 2015. Meetings are held at the
home of Debbie Bloomer and Rick Fox. It’s a great opportunity for fellowship, stimulating
discussion, and indulging in delicious food! A new book is chosen by the group each month
and it is published in the Christ Church Sunday Paper. If a particular book interests you, feel
free to join the discussion. Contact Debbie or Rick to let them know you plan to attend. The
phone number is 973-743-6107, or email debbiebloomer@comcast.net.
The Chart below shows the meeting dates, books read, authors, and number of participants
in 2017. In addition to the 8 books read, we had a movie night in July, a barbecue in August,
and a holiday celebration in December. Our average attendance has increased from 8 in 2016
to 9 in 2017. We are looking forward to continued spiritual growth and social interaction in
2018.
Date

Book & Author

Number of participants

January 30

You Are What You Love by James Edward Smith

8

March 6

Gilead by Marilynne Robinson

9

March 27

The Practice of the Presence of God by Brother Lawrence

8

April 24

The Book of Joy by Desmond Tutu, the 14th Dalai Lama &
Douglas Carlton Abrams

9

June 5

Fire Shut Up In My Bones by Charles M. Blow

9

July 10

Wish You Well by David Baldacci

10

September 25

Radical Optimism by Beatrice Bruteau

9

October 30

The Noticer by Andy Andrews

10

Respectfully submitted:
Debbie Bloomer
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CLOSING PRAYER & BLESSING
Rector: God be with you.
People: And also with you.
Rector: Let us pray together…
Almighty and everliving God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth, hear our prayers
for this parish family. Strengthen the faithful, arouse the careless, and restore the
penitent. Grant us all things necessary for our common life, and bring us all to be of
one heart and mind within your holy Church; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Thank you for being a part of our celebration of all that has
been happening here at Christ Church in 2017. We hope that
you leave here excited for the future, and ready to go wherever the
Spirit leads us.
If you are able, we will need help with clean-up, so please join
with others in getting the parish hall ready for tomorrow for our
nursery school children.
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Growing in faith

Serving our neighbors

Creating community
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